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PROJECTS 
This department welcomes brief notes and article-length 
manuscripts. The former may inciude announcements of contem- 
plated or ongoing projects, information on doctoral theses in 
progress or completed (writer, title, institution, supervisor, 
and available information on completion time), proposals and 
questions, and requests for assistance. Announcements of indi- 
vidual research projects, including theses are very important 
to avoid awkward and wasteful duplication of effort. Articles 
will ordinarily describe projected, in progress, or completed 
large-scale projects involving one or several scholars and 
should follow the same standards as other articles. 
DISSERTATIONS ON ARABIC VERSIONS OF EUCLID'S &EMFNT$ 
Two Ph.D. theses studying the Arabic tradition of Euclid's 
Elements are currently in progress in the Department of the 
History of Science, Harvard University, under the direction of 
Professor A. I. Sabra. John Engroff is preparing a study of 
Book 5, including a critical edition of the Arabic text, an 
English translation, and a commentary: Gregg De Young is prepar- 
ing a similar study of Books 7-9. After completion of their 
theses, both authors plan an edition of the complete Arabic text 
of the Elements. 
DISSERTATION ON A TREATISE ON THE 
THEORY OF CONIC SECTIONS 
Jan Hogendijk (Mathematical Institute, University of Utrecht, 
Holland) is currently preparing a thesis on a treatise of the 
medieval Islamic scientist Ibn al-Haytham (965-1041 A.D.) on the 
theory of conic sections. It is the "Treatise by Al-Hasan ibn 
al-Hasan ibn al-Haytham on the Completion of the Book of Conies" 
(MaqZla fl tam% kitZb al-makhrcfaf). In this treatise, Ibn 
al-Haytham tries to restore the eighth book of the Conies of 
Apollonius of Perga, which was already lost in his own time. 
Only one manuscript of the "Treatise on the Completion of 
the Book of Conies" is known. This manuscript is in Manisa, 
Turkey (Gene1 1706; see F. Sezgin: Geschichte des Arabischen 
Schrifttums, Vol. 5, p. 140). The manuscript has been published 
in facsimile, with introductions in Turkish and German, and a 
German translation of Ibn al-Haytham's preface by N. Terzioglu as: 
"Das Achte Buch zu den 'Conica' des Apollonius von Perge. Rekon- 
struiert von Ibn al-Haysam," Istanbul, 1974, Publication of the 
Mathematical Research Institute, Istanbul, No. 5. 
The thesis in preparation by Jan Hogendijk will contain an 
edition of the Arabic text, with English translation and commentary. 
There will also be an extensive introduction on the place of this 
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treatise within Islamic mathematics. Anyone interested in 
corresponding with the author is invited to write to him at the 
Mathematical Institute, P.O. Box 80.010, 3580 TA Utrecht, The 
Netherlands. 
DISSERTATION ON CONTRIBUTIONS OF GYULA 
L&z16 Filep has defended a doctoral dissertation on the 
contributions of the Hungarian mathematician and physicist, 
Farkas Gyula [Julius Farkasl (1847-19301, who was a professor 
of theoretical physics at the University of Kolozsvdr (now Cluj, 
Romania) until 1915. Farkas is best known for his contributions 
to the theory of linear inequalities. The dissertation was 
completed under the supervision of Professor Barna Sz&n&sy at 
the Institute of Mathematics of Kossuth Lajos University in 
Debrecen, Hungary. Readers who wish further information may 
write directly to Dr. L&z16 Filep, Tanbrke'pzij Fijiskola, Nyiregy- 
h6za, H-4400, Hungary. 
STUDY OF AMERICAN WOMEN IN MATHEMATICS 
Judy Green and Jeanne LaDuke are engaged in a study of 
American women who received Ph.D.' s in mathematics through 1940. 
This includes women who were active in Canada or the United 
States during that period. The biographical and bibliographical 
material collected is part of a data base on American mathematicians 
active before 1940 which is being compiled in the Division of 
Mathematics, The National Museum of History and Technology, at 
the Smithsonian Institution. Any material on individual women 
who might be included in our project will be appreciated and 
may be directed to Jeanne LaDuke, Department of Mathematical 
Sciences, DePaul University, 2323 N. Seminary Avenue, Chicago, 
Illinois 60614, or to Judy Green, 10106 Leder Road, Silver Spring, 
Maryland 20902. 
